Critical Reading—S.O.A.P.S

	S
	Subject
	The general topic, content, and ideas contained in the text. You should be able to state the subject in a few words or a short phrase.



	O
	Occasion
	The time and place of the piece; the current situation.  It is particularly important that you understand the context that encouraged the writing to happen.



	A
	Audience
	The group of readers to whom this piece is directed.  The audience may be one person, a small group, or a large group; it may be a certain person or a certain people.



	P
	Purpose
	The reason behind the text.  Why did the author write the piece?



	S
	Speaker
	The voice which tells the story.  The author and the speaker are not necessarily the same.  In fiction the author may choose to tell the story from any number of point of view.  In fact, the method of narration and the character of the speaker may be crucial to an understanding of the work.
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